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THE FRENCH CONTRIBUTION
French Colonial houses were built by early French settlers in
Louisiana, some of whom were Acadians from Canada. Old orig-
inal French houses are still in use in Louisiana cities, on plantations,
and on small farms, particularly throughout the bayou region,
which is occupied by trappers and fishermen of French descent.
A typical Louisiana French Colonial house of some importance
has a high raised basement to protect it from dampness -and floods.
See page 76. It has a high, steep hip roof of slate, two dormers,
one tall decorative chimney at each end of the house, a formal
fafade with French windows and shutters, and a porch (gallery)
with one-story columns across the front and back.
In other parts of the United States, also, a symmetrical type of
the French house has been copied. In fact, its use is at present
increasing, because the formal, high-roofed design is considered
appropriate for a city house. Its delicate refinement, its studied
proportions, and its materials express dignity and restraint.
On the other hand, the picturesque French Norman cottage,
which is asymmetrical in design, is no longer popular in the United
States. Its open timbers and its varied materials are illogical here.
The American adaptations have lost the quality of sincerity which
is inherent in the original cottages.
Another distinct example of French architectural influence is
found in the Vieux Carre style in New Orleans. Here the Creoles,
descendants of French and Spanish immigrants, built houses which
combined French and Spanish architectural ideas, dominated, how-
ever, by the Spanish. Because space was extremely limited in the
Vieux Carre (Old Square), the buildings, which consisted of stores^
on the street floor and living quarters above, were built in juxta-
position. A paved courtyard and garden behind the house, with
a building for slaves at the rear and high walls at the sides, com-
pleted the plan. Characteristic and pleasing features of the house
were colorful stucco, arches, balconies, and lacy ironwork. Many
of these picturesque houses are in good condition and in constant
use. The beauty of the Vieux Carr£ is being protected by the
supervision of a board which prevents the construction of dis-
cordant buildings.

